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25  50 Years of Progress? The Thermochronologist's 
Progress

Rock was hot...
...now it’s not!

♬♪♫ 



Closure Temperature in Cooling 
Geochronological and Petrological Systems

~50/year





Back to me…



Back to me…   one view



Origins…



0.39    19      68





Luck
(opportunity, timing, outcomes…)

Preparation Support

Talent, Creativity,
(naive) Optimism

Awards and
Acomplishment:

a quaternary system



Noye Johnson (1930 – 1987)



Chuck Naeser



Ian McDougall



Page Chamberlain



Peter Koons

Bill Kidd



Anne Meltzer, Bernard Hallet



David Shuster, Mark Harrison



MIA-man, Pete Reiners, Rich Ketcham (no picture!)

More recently,
the Lehigh crew





World’s Best Zircon



Nanga Parbat
and

Namche Barwa

(Naked Mountain 
and

Standing Goddess)











19 August, 2010      Thermo2010

How clean is our laundry: 
Can we deliver the quantitative thermal 
histories that we promise? 

Peter Zeitler
Lehigh University



Possible Steps

Community efforts to...

     develop kinetic standards

     maintain an open kinetic database

     streamline analytical techniques (higher n!)

     systematize techniques, data handling

     update open-source models

     coordinate systematic experiments on kinetics (role of imperfections)





Diffusing the delegates                      
Distance to dinner bar    

Step distance

Step frequency

Steps

Distance

Duration



Diffusing the delegates                      
Distance to dinner bar     100 m

Step distance 0.5 m (ceciles)

Step frequency 0.83/s

Steps

Distance

Duration



Diffusing the delegates                      
Distance to dinner bar     100 m

Step distance 0.5 m (ceciles)

Step frequency 0.83/s

Steps 40,000

Distance 20 km

Duration 13.9 hours



Awards Nominations Process





!!!






