





10 June, 2000

Dr. Leonard Johnson, Director

Continental Dynamics Program  – Earth Sciences Division

National Science Foundation

Arlington, VA 12222

(703) 306-1559

Dear Leonard,

Enclosed, find a copy of a proposal we have just submitted to Continental Dynamics for the June 1 target date (“Collaborative Research: Geodynamics of Indentor Corners”). This full version of the proposal includes Lehigh’s supporting documentation—Dartmouth, Albany, and University of Washington have made coordinated submissions as well. This proposal is a substantial revision of the version we submitted last year.

There are a two things I’d like to bring to your attention regarding this proposal.

(1) Appended to this letter is a list of suggested reviewers, which, with the exception of Beaumont and Selverstone, is different from last year. I ask that you not use any of the reviewers you used for the last iteration of this proposal. I feel that for the most part these reviewers did not address the science behind what we actually proposed to do. I’m not trying to avoid critical assessment ,and am just hoping for a clean slate.

(2) This proposal is not “Nanga Parbat II,” and we devoted some considerable effort in our revision to make this clear. Thus, although it is entirely proper for you, reviewers, and panelists to look at the results from the Nanga Parbat CD project, it is not true that most of the elements of this new proposal are dependent on a model that must in some way be vetted by the broad community. It is true that local-scale tectonic-geomorphic interactions are a part of what we propose to examine in the eastern syntaxis, but this is actually only a modest component.

Our goal in the new proposal is to examine the dynamics of how lithosphere passes through a syntaxial region, and is transported and modified as a result. This proposal has a much broader scope than the Nanga Parbat project, and can only be done in the eastern Himalayan syntaxis for logistical and political reasons. Further, this new proposal has the potential to link and integrate with existing and past CD projects focused on Tibet and along its eastern flank. So, yes, this is another Asian proposal, but one that addresses an important unstudied component of the collisional system and, we think, gives added value due to the way it links other studies together.

Closer to the time of the panel meeting, I’ll send along an update of where the Nanga Parbat project stands in terms of publications, dissertations, etc.

Regards,

Peter K. Zeitler, Professor and Chair

Earth & Environmental Sciences

Suggested Reviewers
We suggest the following reviewers for our proposal titled “Collaborative Research. Geodynamics of Indentor Corners.” These individuals combine a strong knowledge with their disciplines with a good feel for the geodynamic context of work in their field.

Geomorphology:


Bob Anderson (Santa Cruz)

Geodynamics:


Bob Holt, SUNY-Stony Brook

Himalayan Geology and Tectonics

Peter Copeland (Univ. of Houston)

Petrology:


Jane Selverstone (University of Colorado–Boulder)

Physical Modeling:


Chris Beaumont (Dalhousie University)

Geochronology:


Scot Samson (Syracuse)

Seismology:


Art Lerner-Lam (LDEO)


Gene Humphreys (Oregon)

Structure/Tectonics:


Roland Burgmann (Berkeley)


Neil Opdyke (Univ. of Florida)

Reviewers to Avoid

We also request that our proposal not be reviewed by the following individuals; because of conflicts of interest and past encounters we do not feel that they could provide a fair review:

Robert Butler (Leeds University)

Nigel Harris, Alan Whittington (Open University)

James Ni (University of New Mexico)

Peter Treloar (Kingston Polytechnic, UK)

Sean Willett (Univ. of Washington (institutional conflict with Hallet, anyway)

